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Somsikov ALl
Attempting to define a language

The concept of language is the initial problem of linguistics.

An attempt to define what is a language was first presented as a preliminary, sort of
suggestive question, "Is the language by definition or by nature?" The answer "by definition!" is
almost obvious because of the need for learning and the multiplicity of languages. However, the
next seemingly obvious step has not been taken so far - the recognition that language is a science,
simply because language is taught. There are many sciences about language, but what is a language
itself remains unknown.

This is difficult to recognize since this recognition should be followed by others, that the
purpose of this science, like any other, should be some knowledge, and that this science, like any
other, should have a subject of study. And this subject, therefore, must be named.

Admitting all this and answering these questions with only an external description of one or
even many languages as a scientific method has so far seemed to have failed. Although it should be
answered.

They usually say that the purpose of language is communication.

Such answer does not reassure but raises new questions. What is the meaning of language
communication and how does it differ from non-language communication? Animals living in herds
also communicate, although not everyone recognizes the existence of their language. And what is
the language so necessary in communication?

In other words, this answer brings us back to the original question, i.e. it is a pseudo-answer.

It turns out further that communication as a kind of joint activity is not necessarily, and not
always possible, say, communication with Aristotle or any other stranger or not yet being in the
mood to communicate, finally, not yet born. And yet, without communicating with them, we learn a
lot about them or from them through language!

A hypothesis to be put forward

Language is the first or basic science that underpins all other sciences, whose purpose, like
any other, is to acquire knowledge. What kind of knowledge should it be? It remains to be seen, as
knowledge can be acquired without language. For example, knowledge of rain, Fig. 1.

Fig. 1. Knowledge of rain acquired without language

Therefore, the source of all knowledge is experience.
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Initial knowledge is obtained by experience and can be joint knowledge (JK), if the
knowledge holders have joint experience (JE), Fig. 2.

Fig. 2. Knowledge of rain acquired through joint experience.

Or non-joint (personal) knowledge (PK), if the knowledge holders do not have joint
experience, JE:

PE—PK — personal experience PE leads to personal knowledge PK,
JE—JK —joint experience JE leads to joint knowledge JK.

Due to the limited nature of any PE, any JE is also limited where necessary.

The non-joint experience PE and the corresponding non-joint knowledge PK of a
sufficiently large number of holders is practically unlimited, but it consists of many non-joint parts,
each of which corresponds to a non-joint (personal) knowledge PK.

The language problem is therefore the limited number of holders of this knowledge.

The solution to the problem is to move from a limited number of holders to an unlimited
number, regardless of whether they have joint experience JE.

Thus, if the personal experience PE is equal to the joint experience JE, then the personal
knowledge PK is equal to the joint knowledge JK:

PE =JE — PK = JK,

and there is no problem in this case.
But if the personal experience PE is not equal to the joint experience JE, the personal
knowledge PK is not equal to the joint knowledge JK:

PE # JE — PK # JK.

The transition from personal knowledge PK that is not equal to joint knowledge JK to
personal knowledge PK that is equal to joint knowledge JK can be made by transitioning from
personal experience PE that is not equal to joint experience JE to personal experience PE that is
equal to joint experience JE:

PE #JE, PK #JK — PE = JE, PK = JK.
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However, this is impossible for random PE and PK due to the limitations of any PE and,
therefore, PK. The use of the language gives us the following: personal experience PE is not equal
to joint experience JE, and yet personal knowledge PK can be equal to joint knowledge JK. In other
words, language provides a transition from personal knowledge PK to joint knowledge JK without a
transition from personal experience PE to joint experience JE:

PE # JE, PK # JK + language = PE # JE, PK = JK!

As a result, the purpose of the language as a basic science is to convert the non-joint
(personal) knowledge PK into a joint knowledge JK without resorting to joint experience JE.

It is solved by means of words that are symbolic designations of objects or events of our
interest (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3. — Speak up! ("Ten Canoes" movie)

Human language is not unique

Quite often there is such worldview quote:

"A language is an innate property of a human beings as a biological species that differs us
from animals.”

This is a standard misconception, both parts of which are wrong. The first part is that
language is an "inborn property"”. Allegedly. If that were the case, we wouldn't have to learn it. And
there wouldn't be many different languages.

The second part - the presence of language "differs us from animals”. Biologists have been
studying the animal language for a long time. Here we can give a simple example. The owner talks
to the chicken, and the chicken understands her. The conversation is short due to the short chicken
mind. It consists of only one phrase, its calling, at which she rushes to the call of the owner. How
can this be achieved? Maybe the chicken is specially taught this cherished phrase "chuck-chuck!",
which means only the presence of nourishing food? The chicken does not look at the owner at all,
but only at her feet, looking for what she has promised, because it is just a quote from her own
chicken language.

The rapidly repeating "chuck-chuck!" itself is in part similar to the sounds produced by
vigorous picking and can be replaced by another signal close to it, such as "knock knock™. Besides,
our record of calling is inaccurate. The other is much closer: "chu-u-uck, chuck, chuck, chuck,
chuck, chuck”, in which the first a is long or triple, and the series of the other four is short.
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Everything is very simple. This is just an imitation of a chicken language — a rooster call, which we
express as "Tu-u-uck, tuck, tuck, tuck, tuck".

A chicken is not required to have an ear to music and will take the CHUCK for a TUCK.
The most important thing here is the correct sequence of pronunciation: first a long triple vowel,
then a series of four equally short vowels. All together, this means a call: "Food is found, come on!"
That's why everybody rushes to this call, afraid of being late.

The chicken also has its own phrases: panic "Buck-buck-buck-badaaack™, which announces
the birth of an egg, thoughtful "Clu-u-uck, clu-u-uck™ addressed to the chicks, probably meaning
"mother is here, everything is safe”, and a short signal "Errrr when there is a danger, probably
meaning "Hide!" or "Messed up!". In turn, "Buck-buck-buck™ of rooster informs about the intention
of a fight or courtship (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 4. Rooster conversation with a chicken in love

And his hoarse crowing signals his awakening and constant readiness to defend his harem,
complemented by a flutter of wings - imitation of takeoff before the attack. So, it turns out that
chickens also have their own language, the dictionary of which is in the hands of field observers.
And just like human language, this language needs to be learned. | personally watched a chicken
that grew up in a city apartment and never saw any other chickens. She didn't know how to poke the
mud with her foot, did not run away, and was completely silent, although she probably did not
suffer much in society. Except that she missed when watching TV with the owners and quickly
snatching it up.

There are other examples of unnatural silence of birds caused by conditions of existence. For
example, Saint Petersburg noisy sparrows became silent even during a fight. The reason seems to be
in the bred ravens that ruin sparrow nests. Only the quietest survive. Now when throwing crumbs,
you can see how the sparrows take off vertically, catching them on the fly and being completely
silent.

[NPUMEYAHME. Oto mepeBox cTaThbM C PYyCCKOIO Ha aHIMMHCKUM s3bIK. Hipke mpuitaraercs
OPUTHHAIbHBIA aBTOPCKUM TEKCT.



ComMmcukoB A.U.

ITonbITKA onpeacjaceHus A3bIKa

Tonamue sa3vika seisiemcs ucxoOHOU nPoOAEMOUL A3bIKO3HAHUS.

[lonbiTKa OHpeAENeHus, umo makoe A3bIK BHadaje Obula IIPEACTAaBICHA B BUJE
IPEIBAPUTEIILHOTO, KaK Obl HABOJIETO BOIPOCA «A3bIK — MO YCHMAHOGIEHUIO UIU NO NPUpooe?»
OtBer — «no ycmauosneHuo!» TPAKTHUECKH OYEBHJEH, BBUAY HEOOXOIUMOCTH OOY4YECHHUS U
MHO>KECTBEHHOCTH S3bIKOB. OIHAKO M 10 CHUX IOp eIle He CAETaH CIEAYIOIUi, Ka3ajaoch Obl,
HaHpaLLIHBaIOIJ_[HﬁCSI U TOXC II0YTH O‘ICBHI[HBIﬁ mIar. HpI/I3HaHI/Ie TOr0, 4TO A3BIK CCTb HEKas HAyKd.
V3ke TOTOMY, 4TO SI3bIKY yuam. ECTh MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE HAyKU O f3biKe, HO YTO TAKOE CaM A3bIK
0CTaeTCsl HEM3BECTHBIM.

Memiaer ke 93TO NpPU3HATH TO OOCTOATENBCTBO, YTO 3a OSTUM TNPU3HAHHUEM JOJIKHBI
nociea0BaTh U apyrue. Uto uenbio 0anHou Hayku, KaK BCSKOH APYrou, TOJKHO SIBISTHCA HEKOE
3HaHue. VI 4TO Hayka 3Ta, KaK BCSKasg Jpyras, MOJDKHA MUMETb npeomem ucciedosanusi. 1 3ToT
IpeIMET, CIeA0BaTENbHO, HEOOXOAUMO Ha3BaTh.

[Tpu3HaTh BCE 3TO U OTBETHUTH HA MAK020 pOOd BOIIPOCHI, UMEsI B KAYECTBE HAYUHO20 Memooa
JUIIb BHEITHEE OINHUCAHUE OJHOTO WM JaK€ MHOXKECTBA S3BIKOB, 10 CHX TOp Kak OyaTo He
yIaBaioch. XOTS HAa HUX HAJlO OTBETUTh.

OOBIYHO TOBOPST, UTO 3adauell A3bIKa SABISCTCS OOIICHHE.

Takoil OTBET HE YCIIOKAaWBAaET, a MOPOXKIAAET HOBBIE BOIPOCHL. B 4emM CMBICH SI3BIKOBOTO
OOIIEHNST W YEeM OHO OTJIMYAeTCs OT o0O0meHus He 3bIKoBOoro? CraiiHble >XHUBOTHBIE TOMXKE
o0IIaroTCs, XOTS HE BCE MPHU3HAIOT 32 HUMH HallM4Me si3bika. M 4To ke BCe-Taku €CTh S3bIK, TaK
HEOOXOAUMBIN B 00IIeHNN?

Hpyrumu cioBaMu, TaKOW OTBET BHOBb BO3BpallaeT HAC K HCXOJHOMY BOIIPOCY, T.€.
SIBISETCS ICEBIOOTBETOM.

BrisicHsiercss ganee, 4To OOIIEHHME KaK HeKas COBMECTHas JIeITeIbLHOCTh BOBCE HE
00s13aTeIbHO, /1a U HE BCEr/ia BO3MOXKHO, CKakeM 0OIeHne ¢ ApHUCTOTEIEM WM JIFOOBIM JIPYyTUM
HE3HAKOMBIM JUIsi HAC WM HE pPACHOJIOKEHHBIM K OOIIEHUI0O C HaMH, HAKOHEI], eIle He
POAMBIIMMCS, @ MEXKIYy T€M, U HE OOIIAasICh C HUMH, MBI MHOTOE€ Y3Ha€M O HUX WJIH OT HUX
Oaromaps s3bIKy!

BoiaBuraemoe npeanosoxxenue

SI3BIK SIBISICTCS nEpBOU Ul UCXOOHOU HAYKOU, Jledcaujeli 8 0CHOBe 8CeX NPOUUX HAYK.

3agaueil KOTOpPOii, Kak BCAKOM pyroii, siBisiercs nmpuobdperenue sHanus. O TOM, KaKoro poja
JOJDKHO OBITh 3TO 3HAaHME — O3TO €Ile MPEACTOUT BBIACHUTH, TaK KaK 3HAHHE MOXET ObITh
npuobpeTreHo u 0e3 si3bika. Hampumep, 3HaHue 0 10e puc. 1.



Puc. 1. 3nanue o noxzae, npuodperaeMoe 0e3 s3bIKa

HOSTOMy MEPBOUCTOYHHUKOM BCAKOI'O 3HAHUSA ABJIACTCA Onbvlm.
Hcxomnoe 3HaHUE JOOBIBACTCS OMBITHBIM ITyTEM U MOXKET OBITh COBMECTHBIM 3HaHUEeM C3,
€CJIM HOCUTEIU 3HaHUS 001a1at0T COBMECTHBIM orbiToM CO puc.2.

Puc.2. 3nanue o noxe, mnpuoOpeTraeMoe COBMECTHBIM OTIBITOM.

Wiy HecoBMeCTHBIM (JIMYHBIM) 3HaHueM JI3, eciiu HOCUTENN 3HaHUS He 00J1a1ar0T
CcOBMeCTHEIM onbIToM CO:
JIO—JI3 — muuneli onkeiT JIO BieyeT 3a co0oi TuuHOe 3Hauue JI3,
CO—C3 - cosmecthbiii ombiT CO 00pa3yet coBmecTHOE 3HaHue C3.

Buny orpanndennoctu nob6oro JIO, moboit CO Taxke Mo He0OXO0IUMOCTH OTpaHUYEH.

Hecomectnbiii ke oneiT HO u cooTBeTcTByromme eMy HecoBMecTHble 3HaHus H3
JIOCTaTOYHO OOJIBIIOTO YMCIAa HOCUTENeH MPAKTUYECKH He orpaHryeHbl. OJTHAKO OHU COCTOST U3
MHO’KECTBAa HECOBMECTHBIX 4acTel, KaXk10i U3 KOTOPbIX COOTBETCTBYET HECOBMECTHOE (JINUHOE)
3HaHue JI3.

ITpoOnemoii s13bIKa ABNIAETCS, TAKUM 00pPa30M, 02PAHUYEHHOCb YUCId HOCUTEIEH JaHHOTO
3HaHUS.
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Pemenne jxe mnpoOiieMbl €CTh NEepexoa OT OrpPaHUYEHHOrO 4YHCcla HOCUTeNnel K
HEOTPAaHUUYEHHOMY He3asucumo OT OONajlaHusi WM He o0JaJaHus UMU COBMECTHBIM OIBITOM
CO.

Urak, ecnu nuunbiid onbIT JIO paBeH coBMectHOMY omnbiTy CO, TO U auyHOe 3HaHue JI3
paBHO coBMecTHOMY 3HaHuUt0 C3:

JIO=CO — JI3=C3,
U B 3TOM cllydae IpoOJieMbl HE BOSHUKAET.

Ecnu xe nuunbiii onbiT JIO He pasen coBmecTHOMy ombiTy CO, TO B 3TOM cCily4ae U

nu4Hoe 3HaHue JI3 He paBHO coBMecTHOMY 3HaHMIO C3:

JIO £CO — JI3 # C3.

Boinonaute nepexon oT nuuHoro 3Hauus JI3, wepasnoco coBmectHOMy 3HaHuio C3, K
augHOMY 3HaHUIO JI3, pasnozo coBMecTHOMY 3HaHMIO C3, MOKHO IIyTEM MEpeXoja OT JHYHOTO
onbita JIO, He paBHOro coBmectHoMmy omnbeity CO, k auuHomy ombity JIO, paBHOMY
coBMmecTHOMY onbiTy CO:

JIO #CO, I3 #C3 — JIO = CO, JI3 = C3.

Opnako g npousBoiabHOro JIO u JI3 370 HEBO3MOXKHO, BBUAY OIPaHMUYEHHOCTH JIF0OOOTO
JIO wm, crano OwviTh, JI3. Hcnonbs3oBaHue ke s3bIKa JaeT HaMm: JU4YHBIM onbiT JIO He pasen
coBMecTHOMY onbITy CO u mem ne menee nuunoe 3HaHue JI3 MOKeT ObITh pagHO COBMECTHOMY
3HaHuio C3. MHbIMM ciloBamu, S3bIK JA€T NEPEXO] OT JMYHOro 3HaHusA JI3 K coBMeCTHOMY
3Hanuto C3 6e3 nepexona ot auuHoro onsita JIO k coBmectHOMY onbiTy CO:

JIO # CO, JI3 # C3 + azwik = JIO # CO, JI3 = C3!

Wrak, 3amadeil A3vika Kak nepgoHaykuy SBISETCS MpeBpalleHre HECOBMECTHOTO (JIMYHOTO)
3Hanus JI3 B coBMecTHOE 3Hanue C3 Oe3 oopawyenus k copmectHoMY onbiTy CO.

Ee pemenne oOCyIIECTBISIETCS TOCPEICTBOM CJOB. SIBISIONIMXCS CHUMBOJHYECKUMHU
0003HaYeHUSIMI UHTEPECYIOLINX HAac 00BEKTOB WM coObITUM Puc. 3.

Puc. 3. —T'oBopu! (pmibem «JlecsaTr 1010K»)

YesroBeuecKkHid I3bIK HE YHUKAJICH

JIOBOJIEHO YACTO BCTPEUYACTCS TaKas MUPOBO33PCHUECKAS IIUTATA:

31K — MO 8POICOCHHOE CEOUCMBO HeN06eKA KAK DUOI0SUYECKO20 8Udd, omaudaioujee e2o om
HCUBOMHBIXY.

OTo craHmapTHOe 3a0iyXkaeHHe, 00€ 4acTH KOTOporo omnbouHbl. IlepBas 4acTh — S3BIK €CTh
«BPOXKJCHHOE CBOMCTBOY. SIK00OBI. Eciu Obl 3T0 ObLIIO MMEHHO TaK, TO €My Obl HE HYXKHO OBLIO YYUTHCSI.
U He ObLTO OBI MHOXKECTBA PA3HBIX S3BIKOB.

Bropas 4yacTh — HaJM4YHE S3bIKA €CTh HAIIC «OTJIMYHE OT YKMBOTHBIX». BHOJOrHM JaBHO M3y4aroT
SI3BIK JKMBOTHBIX. 37I€Ch 3TOMY MOXET OBITh JaH MPOCTEHINMA mpumep. Xo3siika paseosapusaem ¢
KypuIllel W Ta ee nonumaem. BBUAY KOPOTKOTO KYypHHOTO yMa pa3roOBOpP C HEW TOXKE KOPOTKHA.
CoOcTBeHHO cocTosIui Bcero u3 onHOW (pa3pl. OHA COCTOHMT B €€ IMOJ3BIBAHWUH, TPU KOTOPOM Ta
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CTpPEMTJIaB YCTPEMIISIETCSI Ha 30B XO3IMKH. KakuM ke 00pa3om 310 mocTuraercsa? MoxKeT ee CrenaaIbHO
00y4aroT 3TOH 3aBEeTHOU (ppaze «IIBIM-IIBIT-IBI), 03HAYAIOIIEH UIT HEEe BCETO JINIIh HAIWYHE CHITHOU
enasl? Ilpu sToM OHa BeAb M CMOTPUT BOBCE HE HAa XO3fAHKY, a TOJNBKO €W MOJ HOTU, OTHICKUBAs
obemranHoe. [10CKOIBKY 3TO BCEro JHIIb yumama U3 €e COOCTBEHHOTO KYPHHOTO SI3bIKA.

Cam mo cebe OBICTPO TOBTOPSIOLIMICS CHUTHANI «UBII-UBII-IBI» OTYACTH HAIIOMUHACT 3BYKHU,
BO3HUKAIOIIUE TIPY PHEPTHYHOM CKJIICBBIBAHUH, U MOXKET OBITh 3aMEHEH JPYTUM OJIM3KUM €My CHUTHAJIOM,
HaIpUMep, «TYK-TYK-Tyk». K ToMy >ke 3Ta Halra nmpru3bIBHAS 3aMUCh TOBOJIFHO HeTOYHAs. [ 'opas3mo Omrke
JIpyTas: «Ubl-bI-bIM, LbIM, LI, b, IbII, IBIM». B KoTOpOo#i nepBoe bl qonroe unu tpoiiHoe, a cepus u3
YETHIPEX OCTAIBHBIX — KpaTKue. Bce 00CTOUT 04eHpb MPOCTO. DTO MMHTAINS YK€ YICTO KYPUHOTO SI3bIKa
— MeTYUIMHOTO MPU3bIBa, KOTOPBIHA MBI H300pakaeM HEMHOTO HHaye, kak «Ko-0-0, Ko, KO, KO, KO».

OT KypuLbl BoBce HE TpeOyeTcsl Haln4ue MY3bIKaJlbHOTO ciiyxa U i Hee BMecto KO coiinet n
1IbI. 31ech rmaBHOE MpaBWIbLHAS ITOCICIOBATEILHOCTD MPON3HECCHUS, BHAUANIE 00.12ds TPOWHAS TIacHas,
3aTeM CCpUA U3 YCTBIPECX TAKUX K€ KOpOmMKuUX TJIACHBIX. Bce BMecTe 3TO M 03HA4aeT IIPU3BIB: «ITHIA
HailijieHa, HaneTaii!». [loaToMy Bce 1 cTpemriiaB 6pocatoTcs Ha 3TOT MPHU3BIB, O0SCH OMO3/1ATh.

Yy Kypullbl TOXE €CTb CO6CTB€HHLIC BbICKA3bIBaHUS — IIAaHHUYCCKOC «Ky,)I-KYZ[aX-KaX-KaX»,
M3BeIIalollee 0 poXKIACHNUHU fila, 3a1yMmunBoe «Ko0-0-0, K0-0-0» aJpecoBaHHOE LIBIIUIATAM B BEPOSTHOM
3HaYEHUH «Mama 3]1eCh, Bce OOCTOHT B IIEJIOM OJIarOIMOIyYHOY», & TPU MOSBICHUN OMAaCHOCTH KOPOTKUN
curtan «Ksl-p-p», BUIUMO, O3HaYaroIed «B YKpBITHE!» WIN «KpaHTb». B cBoIO odepeanr meTylInMHOE
«Ko0-K0-K0» U3BEIIAET O HAMEPEHUU NOJIPaThCs WK yXakuBaHuu Puc. 4.
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Puc. 4. llerymmnas 6ecena ¢ BIroOICHHON KypHIIeH

A ero xpunacroe neHue — o0 NpoOyKJISHUH M BCETJAIIHE TOTOBHOCTH 3alllUTHTH CBOW rapem,
JIOTIOJJHEHHOM XJIOMAHBEM KPBUIbEB — UMMTALIMEN B3J€Ta Iepel aTakod. Tak 4To OKa3bIBaeTCs U y Kyp
TOXKE €CTh BIIOJIHE ceOe CBOH s3bIK. CIOBaph KOTOPOTO HAXOIUTCS B PyKax ITOJICBBIX HaOMIOAaTesei.
IIpudem Tak ke, KaK y JIOACH, 3TOMY SI3BIKY HYXKHO yuumubcs. 1 THIHO HAOII0Aa) KypHITy, BRIPOCIIYIO B
TOPOACKON KBapTHpE W HUKOTAA HE BHICBIIYIO Apyrux Kyp. OHa HEe yMmena TpecTH COp HOTaMH, HE
yberayia 1 OblIa TIOJTHOCTHIO MOJYAITUBOM, XOTSI, BEPOSITHO, B OOIIECTBE JIIOJICH OCOOCHHO HE CTpajaa.
Pa3Be 4TO CHIIBHO CKy4Yalia, IJISIIs C X035€BaMH TEJISBU30P U ObICTPO OT 3TOTO 3aJApEMBIBAsL.

Ecte u gnpyrue mnpumepbl HEECTECTBEHHOIO MOJNYaHUS NTUI. Bri3piBaeMmble yCIOBUSMHU
cymecTtBoBaHus. B IletepOypre, Hanmpumep, cTajgy MOJYAIIAMH OOBIYHO IIYMHBIE BOPOOBU JaKe BO
Bpems apaku. [IpuurHa, BUIUMO, B PaCIUIOAMBIINXCS BOPOHAX, pAa30PSIONIMX BOpoObHHbIC rHe3aa. Korna
BBEDKHMBAIOT TOJIBKO CaMble THUXHE. Terepb MOXHO BHIETh, KaK IMPH OpPOCAHWU KPOIIEK BOPOOBU
BEPTUKAJILHO B3JICTAIOT, JIOBS WX HA JICTY U IIPH 3TOM TIOJTHOCTHIO MOJTYA.



